[Milestones of Thyroid Surgery].
Thyroid surgery has been developping to a safe surgery including minimally invasive treatment options meeting high safety standards up to now. This fascinating development is displayed in a medical-historical context based on the current state of surgical and medical-historical research. The increasing comprehension of thyroid diseases and treatments including their perioperative sequelae and complications is interpreted in this historical context. Newly implemented minimally invasive thyroid operations differ by access modalities and pathes and led to higher patient comforts regarding the wounds and scar formation. Future surgical techniques and new access pathes have to meet at least the present high safety and quality standards in thyroid surgery and nuclear medicine.